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Description of Twelve Zodiac Signs in Ancient Indian Texts

Dr.M.L.Raja, M.B.,B.S., D.O., D.L.Arch. & Epig., M.A. History*

Introduction

The revolutionary orbit of the Earth around the Sun is known as Ecliptic. It is slightly elliptical

circle. Tt is divided into twelve zodiac signs (TR in Sanskrit). Since a circle is of 360°, each zodiac

sign is of 30° (12 x 30 =360). It is often a great debate about the origin and the first reference of
the twelve zodiac signs of Astronomy. In this article, the description of these twelve zodiac signs
as found in the ancient Indian texts will be detailed, siting the concrete evidence and proofs.
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Winter { 3
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Rig Veda
Rg Veda Samhita 1" Mandalam 164™ Siiktam (Hymn) 48" Mantram (verse) reveals,

ZRST gAY WREE AU A % 3 dredehd |
dqres  BRET 9 g S asiudr Sted oo ||

Dvadasa pradhayaS cakram ekam trini nabhyani ka utacciketa |
Tasmintsakam triSatda na Sankavo’rpitah sastirna calacalasah |l
Meaning :- Dvada$a — 12; Pradhaya — the arcs of a wheel; Cakram ekam — one wheel; Trini
— three; Nabhyani — axles or hubs or center part of the wheel; TriSata sasti — 360;

Safikava — spokes of the wheel; Calacalasah — movable and immovable.
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The arcs are twelve, the wheel is one and three are the axles. Who indeed knows it? Within it

are collected three hundred and sixty spokes, which are as it were movable and immovable.

RG VEDIC DESCRIPTION OF ECLIPTIC AS ONE WHEEL

WITH 12 ARCS & 360 SPOKES

> ARC

""" (12-PRADHAYA)

SPOKES-360
= = > (SUN RAYS)

ECLIPTIC-1
=======> (WHEEL-
CAKRAM)

1,23....- 12 ARCS

FIGURE - 1

Further, Rg Veda Samhita 1% Mandalam 164" Stktam (Hymn) 11" Mantram (verse) reveals,

(aNe s

SRYIR Afe TR FEid @k Uk Ega |
A PN HYAE I WA v fowiae™ q®f 1

Dvadasaram nahi tajjardya varvarti cakram pari dyamrtasya |

A putra Agne mithunaso atra sapta $atdni vim$atiSca tastuh Il

*  Meaning : Dvadasa — 12 ; Mithunaso putra — sons in pairs; Sapta Satani vims$ati — 720.
*  The wheel of law with 12 arcs goes round and round the Heaven. It is not indeed to

be decayed. Here stand, O Agni, the seven hundred and twenty sons in pairs.
* 360 days + 360 Nights = 720 Day and Night Pairs.

Thus, in Veda, the most ancient texts of the world, the concept of twelve zodiac signs are
well explained. Thus, it can be assertively and concretely mentioned that the concept of
12 zodiac signs had originated in Bharat only, that too at a period of remotest antiquity.

Thus, it was known in Bharat since time immemorial.

How this concept has been developed in Bharat? What is the basis of this concept?

It is entirely based on the ratio between the time required by the Earth and Moon to complete one
revolution of 360 Degrees.
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When the Earth completes one revolution of 360 degrees around the Sun, the Moon completes
12 full synodic revolutions around the Earth in the same period of time. Thus, in terms of time,
one revolution of the Farth around the Sun is equivalent to 12 synodic revolutions of the Moon
around the Earth. One revolution of the Earth around the Sun is the duration of one year, during
which period the Moon revolves around the Earth synodically 12 times, which is computed as 12

months.

Here the synodic revolutions of Moon and its period is considered, because thithi is calculated
based on the relative motion of the Sun (apparent) and the Moon. Thus, there are 15 thithi from
Amavasya (New Moon) on which thithi (approximately one day), Sun and Moon are conjunction,
that is in the same longitude on viewed from Earth and on Pauranami (Full Moon)thithi, Sun and
Moon are 180 degrees apart (opposite) and again after 15 thithi on Amavasya, Sun and Moon will
again be in conjunction. Thus, there are 30 thithi for one Month. Thus, the time taken for one full
synodic revolution of Moon is computed as one Month with 30 thithi, i.e. either from the next
thithi of Amavasya to Amavasya (Amanta Chandramana Calculation) or from the next thithi of

Paurnami to Paurnami (Paurnamanta Chandramana Calculation).

Thus, 12 months for a year and the 12 zodiac signs for one ecliptic circle are derived based on
Astronomy only. Thus, it is nothing but the extension of time measurements into angular
measurements. Thus 12 months of a year is computed as 12 zodiac signs of one ecliptic circle.

This concept is explained in this two Rig Veda Manthra.
This is shown explicitly in the ancient astronomical texts of our Nation. For example,

1.Aryabhattiyam of Aryabhatta (Kalakriya Padah Sloka 1 & 2),
A year consists of 12 months; A month consists of 30 days;
A day consists of 60 nadi; A nadi consists of 60 vinadika.
A vinadika is equal to (the time taken by a man in normal conditions in pronouncing)

60 long syllables (with moderate flow of voice) or (in taking) six respirations.
This is the division of time.
The division of a circle (the ecliptic) proceedsin a similar manner from the

revolution.
2. Vate§vara Siddhantah and Gola by Vate$varah mentions in 7" & 8" §loka of
Bhagananirde$ah of Madhyagatyadhikarah (1:1:7 & 8),
Six asu make one sidereal pala; Sixty pala make a ghatika;

Sixty ghatika make a day; 30 days make a month; 12 times of monthis a year,

The divisions of the circle too have been defined, in the same manner as those of

time, excepting those up to Asu.
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| Savana year -- 12 months | Revolution  --12 rasis (Pradhaya, sign)
- 360 days (1 Circle, Bhaganpa) -360 Amsa (Degrees)
1 Month -- 30 Days 1 Rasi --30 Amsa (Degrees)
‘ 1 Day -- 60 Nadika 1 Amsa -- 60 Lipta (Kala-
| (Nadi, ghatika) minutes)
1 Nadi -- 60 Vinadika 1 Lipta -- 60 Vilipta (Vikala-
(Vighatika) Seconds)

1 Vinadika -- 60 Gurvakshara |1 Vilipta  -- 60 Tatpara (Thirds)
(Long syllables)

2. Sreemad Ramayana

In Balkhanda, 18" Adhyaya, 9" and 14" Sloka details the Janma L.agna and Janma Nakshatra
of Sree Rama, Sree Bharata, Sree Satrughna and Sree Lakshmana. The 9" sloka details that Sree
Rama took Avatara in Karkataka Lagna and Punarvasu Nakshatra, Sree Bharata took Avatara in

Meena Lagna and Pushya Nakshatra and Sree Satrughna and Sree Lakshmana took Avatara in
Karkataka Lagna and Aslesha Nakshatra.

Il IR T g B Yeaqag; |

dqY gIGY WY < A1afdas fadl11.18.811
FeAsfefigad Wy u=y)|

TRY Hebe aY aIudnag-1 9g111.18.91 |

W S qadieTHRpaH |

PIISTTIETH T URgdH [ 11.18.101 |
fawiRef AgTUT TrReaTHat=H I 1.18.11 I
U STa¥g W HiHe ugael: 111.18.1411
7t STt @ M FARsWgied Xai11.18.15 ||

Thus, by mentioning the names of two of the twelve zodizc signs as Karkataka and Meena itself
proves that during the Ramayana period LLagna was fixed based on the raising zodiac sign in the
east at the birth time of the child.
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3.Sreemad Mahabharatam, A text of Veda Vyasa

Text of Mahabharata of Veda Vyasa mentioned 12 zodiac signs (Adiparva, 3t Adhyaya, 6274, 144,
163 and 166" sloka. (Gorakhpur Edition and in other editions the sloka number vary slightly). Hence
during Mahabharata period, the knowledge of zodiac signs were absolutely present.

Mahabharatam of Veda Vyasa, Adiparva, 3" Adhyaya, 62™ sloka, with Nilakhantha Commenttry,
1929 Pune

fiagamt i R Sk 2o
T Al ' w7 A R |
TIEAFAT 3T R o AT AT ST
wATaTRET §EE AT mﬁmlm AT A nARERRR < 1| &3
AT g AT ut auiifrgedr e
TaroraTADaAT STaTat | R geat fear |
ﬁmnmﬁmmmmr agﬁaﬁm
T St T e il %3 RaT A R & 1w
<1y REgRATAr T e Ay A | Tt FOpTRY | AafeE T g9 s
ﬁamﬁﬁmuganmm R SR AR AT
mmﬁw ez, | TACHRR ST 0 TN A S 9

AT ST wem ST A
mlmrmﬁmmm
=RERT (RS GRS ST
afg | o WA, (@ S S g
STEZIRAR QW T 9% WA ST e
Ijrr? \ e : 4 9% T A6 1]
T ER® FHESE SN RS qur |
3y B: | yrEteasaear: FIETRRTAT. 2T
P | mEEAniy oald AR

TEAET TSNS oA, | Fitae=en-
i & 3 Rt aremiii SraeemaeTaT
Wmmlﬁmm
FaIgRA TEAR TR N 42 1| M S A
AT TATEE TR 1 § SR g9
IR GG TR ARG FA T 0
@mmmﬂmmmmmr
AT SRR TR TR A R 1 A S

SR T TR AR | SR AT

One Circle with 12 divisions and spokes means one ecliptic elliptical pathway of the Earth around
the Sun has 12 divisions, i.e. 12 Raasi (Zodiac Signs).

Mahabharatam of Veda Vyasa, Adiparva, 3* Adhyaya, 144™ sloka, Gorakhpur Edition

o rger:rm amrq gt % FITS AT
AR ferar asr

AR gan @

gFEan | atma'ar FHEAT] mm LR EES
}gama{ FIEARC tr—fm: FAR: tnwf'q‘wm'

ged amm’ Tz N 392 || | AT

qaﬁgvrar Lot creR T IRCEY

 zamER At E@fa QA zaﬁq-: o 97 3 37
ala‘r gva'eﬂaﬁ"t 1§ A &3 a1 3% 311 Q Rt

ﬁ@ﬂéﬁ afs ik gﬂ{ FHIET'?R
g @& 40 34 Eﬂ%ﬁ sug
QEE A ea’k ARg. s

o wgmzaula@we?ggw:ﬁmm@l

I@ﬁi( Qa% arfta I
gm?t FI 3 a¥g RN
us =% it e, 53
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The Sasnkrit word “ A9’ means the arc of the circle, and QAIGRT AT means 12 arcs of a circle
L.e. 12 zodiac signs

Mahabharatam of Veda Vyasa, Adiparva, 3* Adhyaya, 163 sloka, Gorakhpur Edition

mammmmﬂwaﬂm |
Redafn @t A | gy e |
g A & | wamRmmo @ @
T & mu-

‘iﬁﬁﬁmﬁﬁwﬂ X frelf ame R 2 ) |
S AN 38 I8l ga QA |7z o A !
T GF 987 o WG A ot |7 g !

Here again 12 divisions and spokes of one wheel is mentioned denoting 12 zodizc signs in the

Ecliptic.

Mahabharatam of Veda Vyasa, Adiparva, 3 Adhyaya, 166t sloka, Gorakhpur Edition

%%i@zﬁmﬁmaa %r%t W.'

e

Here, the sloka clearly mentioned the 12 months of a year equating with the 12 divisions or spokes

of a Ecliptic wheel.
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Thus 12 divisions, arcs and spokes of one wheel denoting 12 zodiac signs are mentioned 5 times
in four sloka (62", 144™, 163" and 166" sloka of 3™ Adhyaya of Adiparva of Mahabharatam).

Thus, it strongly proves that 12 zodiac divisions were very much prevalent and used by

people during the period of Mahabharatam.
4.Purana

1. Garuda Purana , 62™ Adhyaya describes the 12 zodiac signs elaborately,

The 1* Sloka mentioned that Sun will stay in 6 Raasi (Zodiac Signs) in day time and 6 Raasi in
Night time every day (due to the rotation of the Earth on its own axis and thus Sun appears to be

revolve round one rotation in one day, i.e. Earth’s rotation on its own axis imposed on Sun).

The 2™ sloka mentioned the names of the 12 Raasi (Zodiac Signs) as Meena and Mesha, Vrisha
and Kumbha, Makara and Mithuna, Caapa and Karkataka, Simha and Vruscika, Kanya and Tula
and mentioned the duration of Sun’s stay in Nadika, in each Raasi every day, due to rotation of

the Earth on its own axis imposed on Sun.
10™ Sloka classifies these 12 Zodiac signs into three groups.

2. Matsya Purana

The 53" Adhyaya describes the benefit of gifting each Purana to others, and in the 43" Sloka it is

mentioned that one who donated Skanda Purana after writing it at the period, when the Sun is in
Meeana Zodiac sign, will go to the Abode of Sree Siva. This proves writing method was prevalent

even during the period of composition of these Purana by Vyasa, around Mahabharata period.
TR = a1 SEEHS A |

Y GgEEATAld W A9E W@

The 127" Adhyaya 6" Sloka mentions that Jupiter remains in each Raasi (Zodiac sign) for one year.
g qEIf A1 AT E@R TS W &

3. Devibhagavata Purana

The 8" Khandha 16™ Adhyaya 11™ Sloka mentioned there are 12 months with 12 raasi (zodiac
signs) for one year with two Ayana.

~ N

FATTRTAl b AR TRTH: | HaceEaEa-HE : 98784 fear ||

The 31* Sloka mentioned that Mars revolves around 12 zodiac signs in three fortnights, if Mars is

not in retrograde Motion.

gaRiff: |isd Yo il | geiy 9 9N 9f &% A S
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The 33" Sloka mentioned that Jupiter will stay in one Raasi (Zodiac Sign) in one year

N _a b ha

THERATEl TN b Hace = | 9ie a9l geaTggell serEneE. |
The 34" and 35" Sloka mentioned that Saturn will stay in one Raasi (Zodiac Sign) for a petiod of
thirty months,

AT Cie: aREE 1 3¢ 1| TR S HEeeieE e |

4.Skanda Purana

The 1* Bhagam, Mahesvara Khanda, Arunacala Mahatmyam, Uttaradham, 7* Adhyaya, 30" Sloka
1:3 (2) : 7: 30), mentioned that Raasi (Zodiac signs) starting from Mesha, should be worshiped

with flowers.

The 5" Bhagam, Aavantya Khanda, Caturaseeti Linga Mahatmayam, 50" Adhyaya, 19" to 22
Sloka (5: 2: 50 : 19 to 22), mentioned that Saniacara, son of Surya, will be stationed in each Raasi

(Zodiac Sign) for 30 months and also mentioned its effect on human beings when Sanaicara is
stationed in 1%, 2™, 4™ 8" and 12" and 3", 6" and 11" and 5* 7" and 9" zodiac signs.

The 6™ Bhagam, Naagara Khandam, 254™ Adhyaya, 35" Sloka (6 : 254 : 35) mentioned 12 Raasi
(Zodiac signs) and Nakshatra (Stars),

T IR T AN o 7 |

The 7" Bhagam, Prabhasa Kshetra Mahatmyam, 206" Adhyaya, 62" Sloka mentioned Raasi
(Zodiac sign), in which Pitru Karya should be performed.

5.Siva Mahapuranam

The 1* Bhagam, Vidyesvara Samhita, 18" Adhyaya, 104® Sloka (1 : 18 : 104) mentioned about
Janma Nakshatra and Raasi (Zodiac Sign).

The 7" Bhaga, Vaayaveeya Samhita Uttarabhaga, 30" Adhyaya, 34" Sloka (7 : 2 :30 : 34) mentioned
that we have to worship the twelve Adityas in the second Avarana and the twelve Rasis (signs
of Zodiac) in the third Avarana.

T G EAFEUTSd, | e U9, &89 g5d. |

6.Brahmanda Mahapuranam
In Madhyama Bhaga, 74" Adhyaya, 225" Sloka mentioned that when Moon, Sun and Jupiter are

in Pushya Nakshatra, in one zodiac sign, Krita Yuga will commence, after the end of present

Kaliyuga.
7T I5v9 gAY qUTISIgeeddl | THROSN WSt a9 Hagel Jead, I R4 |

Previous few sloka describe the present Kaliyuga, its years and completion.
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4. Astronomical Texts

All ancient astronomical texts of Bharat mentioned the names of zodiac signs like Mesha, Kanya,
Tula and Meena, when they describe the beginning of Yuga and Ecliptic and celestial equator on

explaining declination of various Graha.

For example Surya Siddhanta, Aryabhattiyam and Panca Siddhantika mentioned this respectively
at 1" Adhyaya 54" Soka (mentioned as Raasi [zodiac sign] itself), 57" Sloka (Mesha zodiac sign),
58" Sloka (Makara, and Tula zodiac signs) in Surya Siddhanta,

The 1% Adhyaya 4™ Slolka (Mesha Zodiac Sign), 3" Adhyaya,14th Sloka (mentioned Raasi of 30
degrees or Amsa [Zodiac sign] itself, 4" Adhyaya 1% Sloka (Mesha, Kanya, Tula and Meena Zodiac
Signs), in Aryabhattiyam of Aryabhatta and

The 2" Adhyaya, 8" and 9" Sloka (mentions Makara and Karakataka zodiac signs), 3" Adhyaya
23" Sloka (Mesha and Tula zodiac signs), 4™ Adhyaya 24™ Sloka (Mesha, Rishabha and Mithuna
zodiac signs), 13" Adhyaya 10" Sloka (Mithuna zodiac sign), 28" Sloka (Mesha zidiac sign), in
Panca Siddhantika, a compilation of Surya, Vashishtha, Paitamaha, Romaka (Lomaka) and Paulisa
Siddhanta, by Varahamihira.

Since Paulisa Siddhanta mentioned Vishnu, Dharma, Sadhu, Rahu and Naraka, (3* Adhyaya, 28",
32™ and 37" Sloka) it is definitely of Indian origin only.

In the same way, Romak Siddhanta mentioned Brahma, Prajapati, Indra, Siva, Chandra, Lakshmi,
Agni, Yama, Surya, Go, Hara, Bhava, Guha, Varuna, Baladeva, Vayu, Sri, Kuvera, Bhumi, (1*
Adhyaya 24™ and 25" Sloka), it is also of Indian origin only. This also proofs that the 12 zodiac
sign concept had originated in India only, as the period of these Panca Siddhnata are much ancient

than any other civilisation of the world.

5.Astrological Texts

Every Astrological texts mentions these 12 zodiac signs. Parasara’s “Bruhat Parasara Hora Sastra”
alone is sufficient to be an example, as it is of high antiquity, well before Mahabharata period, as
Parasara Rishi was the father of Vyasa of Mahabharata. Hence it strongly proves that the concept
12 zodiac signs has its origin in India and it was in vogue and practice even before the period of

Mahabharata and thus in Mahabharata period, people followed this division of 12 zodiac signs.

The 4™ Adhyaya, 3" Sloka gives the names of all 12 zodiac signs perfectly as Mesha, Vrusha,
Mithuna, Karaka, Simha, Kumarika, Ali: (Scorpion), Dhanu, Nakra (Crocodile), Kumbha, and

Meena.

Further we have to understand properly that if an ancient text did not mention this 12 zodiac signs,
it does not mean that it was not in practice during the period of that text. This is because, the
purpose of the text and the narration of events that are going to be the subject of the text, if not
warranted the mention of 12 zodiac signs, the text will not mention it. Then it definitely does not
mean that the concept is absent during the period of the text. It may be or may not be present is

the correct conclusion.
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Thus, as per these evidence detailed in five headings, it is concretely and conclusively proved that
the concept of 12 zodiac signs was first developed in India only, at a period of time that is
immemorial. Thus, it has the remotest antiquity, much before the period of Mahabharata, Purana

and even Sreemad Ramayana itself.
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